
                                                                  
 

 

MR LIM NEO CHIAN TO SUCCEED MR KOH SOO KEONG AS 
CHAIRMAN OF AGRI-FOOD AND VETERINARY AUTHORITY 

 
1.  With effect from 1 April 2016, Mr Lim Neo Chian will be appointed Chairman 
of the Agri-Food and Veterinary Authority (AVA) Board for a two-year term. Mr Lim is 
currently Deputy Chairman of the Board. 
 
2. Mr Lim, who is Chairman of Ascendas Hospitality Trust Management Pte Ltd 
and Deputy Chairman of Gardens by the Bay Company Ltd, brings to AVA 
invaluable experience from his career in the military, public and private sectors. He 
previously headed the Singapore Tourism Board, ST Engineering, and JTC 
Corporation. He was also the Chief of Army from 1992 to 1995.  
 
3. Mr Lim succeeds Mr Koh Soo Keong, who has served on the AVA Board for 
fourteen years. Mr Koh, who is Managing Director of EcoSave Pte Ltd, was AVA 
Chairman from 1st April 2008 – 31st March 2016. He was also an AVA Board 
Member from 2000-2004, and Deputy Chairman from 2006-2008.  
 
4. Mr Koh helped AVA grow as an organisation, to better address its varied 
responsibilities in safe food supply, animal and plant health, animal welfare and 
management, and agri-trade facilitation. Under Mr Koh’s guidance, AVA 
strengthened food security for Singapore, including raising local farm productivity 
and ramping-up agricultural R&D and innovation. He also spurred AVA to embrace 
private sector partnerships, and a robust risk management- and science-based 
approach to grow and diversify our overseas food sources while upholding food 
safety standards.  
 
5. Mr Koh strongly believes in engaging stakeholders and the community. He 
has steered AVA to be more pro-enterprise as well as collaborative in engaging the 
various industry segments it regulates. 
 
6.  MND and AVA wish to express our appreciation to Mr Koh for his 
distinguished service with AVA. We also warmly welcome Mr Lim as the new 
Chairman of the Board. On his new appointment, Mr Lim said, “I am honoured to 
take on the Chairmanship of AVA. Moving ahead, our agri-food and veterinary 
ecosystem faces both emerging opportunities, as well as challenges. Working 
closely with the various stakeholders, we can now harness technological advances 
to find new solutions to our food supply and safety. I look forward to building on Mr 
Koh’s dedicated work with AVA, and to guiding the AVA team to further advance its 
contributions to Singapore.” 
 
7. The complete list of AVA Board Members with effect from 1st April 2016 is 
shown at the Annex. 
 
 
Jointly Issued by Agri-Food & Veterinary Authority &  
Ministry of National Development 
on 31 March 2016  



 

 

Annex 
 

AGRI-FOOD AND VETERINARY AUTHORITY BOARD MEMBERS WEF 
1 APRIL 2016 

 
CHAIRMAN 
 

Mr Lim Neo Chian (林梁长) 

Chairman, Ascendas Hospitality Trust Pte Ltd 
 
 
MEMBERS 
 

Ms Tan Poh Hong (陈宝凤) 

Chief Executive Officer 
Agri-Food and Veterinary Authority 
 

Mr Peter Chia Leong Bin (谢龙民) 

Chief Operating Officer 
Temasek Life Sciences Laboratory Limited 
 

Mrs Lee Ai Ming (龙爱明) 

Senior Consultant 
Rodyk & Davidson LLP 
 

Mr Yeo Guat Kwang (杨木光) 

Assistant Secretary General  
National Trades Union Congress 
 

Mr Tan Kok Yam (陈谷炎) 

Head, Smart Nation Programme Office 
Prime Minister’s Office 
 

Mr Wong Hin Sun Eugene (黄庆生) 

Founder and Managing Director 
Sirius Venture Capital Pte Ltd  
 
Mr Dileep Nair 
Singapore High Commissioner to Ghana 
 

COL Tang Kong Choong (邓光中) 

Chief of Medical Corps 
Singapore Armed Forces 
 

Ms Chua Mui Hoong (蔡美芬) 

Opinion Editor 
The Straits Times 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Professor David Chan（陈振中） 

Director 
Behavioural Sciences Institute 
Singapore Management University 
 

Mr Lau Teck Sien（刘德贤） 

Partner and Chief Investment Officer 
HOPU Investment 
 
Ms Harasha binte Khalid Bafana 
Director 
Adam & Hawa Network 
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